
ltteigee'"'tj
Cftistmas 

* r/

.An urWufitïsfre[ storyfrom tfre
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{rE*-rtA"n : Neigel isn't a ÿer) expressive fittfe girt Sfre comes from tfre nortfr,

,o*î*frr* wheri att x ifre wfrofe time unfer tfre snow. (Due to some e'oents sfre was sent in

tfre [esert in tfre soutfi wfrere sfre met Sfraÿ. Sfra6 is a'uery taf§gtive an[ smifing girf. cBotfr

Nerge an[5fra6 were s[aves. lfris story talgs pface as-tfre1 escape in-tfre [esert in orfer to

tofi S[ro6's ilefongings ilefore going 6ic§.to 
^rfeige's 

[an[. cBotfr of tfrem fh.E in a fffirent

*ort[ tîifn us : tiere are infee[ a fot of paraffefworf[s'

àrrr; wos aer) tire[. ffrry fraf 6een searcfring for frer possessions for setteraf

Ë frourt now. Sfr.e fra[ justfoun[ tfre fast cfrest'

"I'm e4frAuste[. ÿ/frat a6out 1ou Ttfeige ?"

îfre fittfe girfnoilef. Neige wAsn't usuaf$ very taf§gttive îutfor tfre moment

sfre foo§gf fost in frer tfrougtfrb.

"ÿl)frat are )ou tfrinÉ-ing o6out ? as§gf Sfra6'

t was just tfiin|ing tfrat it's r.,ery frot frere. It's nerter tfrat frot in m1

country. I{ave 1ou e'uer seen snow îefore ?

- Snow ? Li§g Yur name ? ÿÿfrat is it ?

- It's o fittir"1it fi§g tlie san[ 6ut it's aery co[[, it's sofi[ water an[ it's

wfrite."
Neige fra[ a very gentfe smife sqing tfrat. one couff see tfrat tfre fittfe girf

reatfi [i[ ti1e wfrni {fre coftef "snow". SnnO wos so surprisef 
_î{eige 

[i[n't tYÿ
oftrT- tfrat ifre momentarityforgot frow to tat§" h wos sometfring une\Pecte[for

ifr, totqgtiçe fittfe gir[ an[ 6otfr of tfrem stay[ afew minutes [i$g tfrat'

An[it was !{eige wfio was tfrefirst to spea?-again :

"Somefrow I freir[from a custom in anotfrerworff. It's caffef Cfrristmos.

- Cfrristmas ?

- {eafr it's [uring winter, tfrere's a fot of snow oït tnry [ecorate a tree wfro's

caffe[ a Cfrristmaslrre. îfrere aren't ary of tfrem frere 6ut tfrere qre pfenty.in m'1
lv

tan[. I t' s a tree wit fr feav es w fric fr nert er foff an[ w fric fr are pic Rfu1'

- I{ow ?

- ltow [oes it pricÉ.?

- !r[o, frow [o tfre1 [ecorate it ? kugfre[5fra6'

- Ifre) put somi mufticofoure[ sttff on i1, Çor e4ampfe, tfrey frave mag-ic

,ofourri f,gfut. An[ on tfris [q tfrat tfrry caff "Cfrristînts" tfre1 give eacfi otfrer

pres ents an[ cekîrate. "

lrleige couff see tfre tigfrt in tfre eys of fryrfrien[ as sfre sail tfrose wor[s.
,,It-wouff 6efun rf *, couff do tfrat wfren we go 6oc{to m1 [an[."

e_
I ' *.rr. ts the French worci rbr snow

, Shab is the Soleivien word for sand. The Soleivien is an imaginary language used in the book Neige & Shab'



';;;;"t'*rùi of tfre sitting room of tfre la ,yt? stoof a gi"ant cfrristmas tree'

5fra6, frer frus6onf-to-6e, $[etge, Ë* o[oitt[ [augfiter Sfrino\u' frer fien[s-
futimos{an[ I(X[ian took-o toig time to [,,o'ot' ii' Snno,u wos rtery erycite[

wfren sfre frear[ a6out tfris custom from sfr.a6. ,An[ wfren tfre fatter sai[ to frer

+"'('ÿannotry ?" 
irf was çen ent exPfoine[ntfrem a

of ,oui, tfre teenage girf was ,ÿer) entfrusinstir.. î{eig1

fittk hit more o6out tfris custom, frow o-6a man wearing re[ cfotfies ,rougfrt tfre

present» sfre a.ko e4ptaine-[ tfrat tfre orwi^ of tfris- tytoy y)ere refate[ to a

refrgion an[tfrat on-tfiis [a1, tfrry were ffrO*ing tfre 1irtfr of a specinf.cfriff'

Every6o[1 ogree[ tfrot se6 
-wout[ 

6e santa- ckus' fut1ttfri'tte, wfro raise[

',[erge, 

*n[i tfrî cfotfres. Se6 protestef a to\ 6,ut l* tfre en[ fre wasfinat$force[

to [ress up witfr cusfrions i or[r, to ma1g frim too§-6igger' I{owraer' tfre man

[i^[n,tstalangryforafongtime1ecauseoftfrejolfufatmospfrere.
flt nigfrtfaff, eÿery6o[7 came 6ac§.in tfr, tiùng roont' ltfran§S to tfre caniles'

tfre room was fit weff enougrfr. In font of tfre cfrrbtmas tree stoo[ a \uncfi of

presents.

5fr.a6 was too frnpW to Rgep tfre teenagers fiem -waiting 
an[ sfre announce[

tfrat it wouff 6e tfic [nnri tne ilefore ipening tQ yresyt' As e4pecte[ from

tfrem, os soon as tfrry finisfre[ eatiig, sfr.ino6u-an[ ier frien[s rusfie[ towar[s

tfre presents. .A *o*iit fater tfre tik[ftoor wos copere[ in torn paper'

lfhe room was futt of jo1'

\"a ater, wfren tfre teenagers went to 6e6 N'eige ioind sfraa on tfre hatcory' ltfte

-1oung girtwas tooÉ.ing ot tfre snow' 
. r c --r -,ÿÿfratb in.1our"*în[ I c»o )ou rememiler tfrat yu asf;g[ me tfrat 6ac§-in tfre

fesert ?"

5fr.a6 smife[ an[ answere[:
:';;;t";';; Tïi "r* tfrat yu mention tfr.at fact... {ou reatg [o fiaçe a goo[

. ^--^-:-- -
*r*'o$'.-.:-i ;^ 1*t tnnÉing tfrot it wouff-1e nice f it couff snow once in a

. r. -11 - tC)-- - "';;;;;'* 
;;,r- irrtn. Somefrow I wouff reaftl toue watcfring suc! a tfring "'

fTæ two girfs smi[e[, att tfrose Jears spen[ together tfrem cfose

rtiem[s wfro"[i^[n,t nee[wor[s to un[erstan[ eacfr. otfrer.

* 
C frristmas is reaff1 s omet fring funry, conc [u[e[ S fr'a6'

- Of course it is.
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